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Your Support Makes a Differ ence!

School Shows give students the opportunity to experience 

the excitement and enrichment of live theater – often for 

the first time.  These early experiences carry them through 

high school and into college, forming a deep relationship 

with the arts as a valuable tool for learning and 

a means for more effective communication.  

Artists in the Schools mini-residencies 

complement the Center’s School Shows.  

By combining hands-on experimentation with 

theory and using the arts as a dynamic tool for 

teaching, students comprehend and retain lessons in 

math, science, language arts, and social studies.

To keep our performances accessible to all students, the 
Evert Person ArtReach Program provides free 

and subsidized tickets to students from low-income 

families—43% of the children we serve—while 

the Evert Person Bus Fund provides financial 

assistance to schools unable to afford 

transportation to our School Shows. 

Welcome to the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts—a home for world-class 
performances, nationally-recognized education programs, contemporary 
visual art, and many popular events in the North Bay region.  Ranked among 
the top 100 theaters worldwide, this non-profit, community-owned and 
operated Center serves nearly 500,000 people annually, including over 
30,000 students through its Education Through the Arts programs.  Proceeds 
from The Art of Dessert help sustain and grow these programs, providing 
enrichment and offering the power of the arts to the children in our community.  
Thank you for helping to keep the arts alive for the next generation.  



Provided in alignment with the esteemed Kennedy Center’s Partners in Education 

program, our Professional Development offers dynamic hands-on workshops.  Subjects 

such as “Teaching Tolerance through Drama,” allow teachers to learn techniques 

for incorporating the arts into their classrooms and their lesson 

plans, while also earning continuing education credits.  The 

Center’s program is presented in partnership with Sonoma 

County Office of Education, Healdsburg Unified School 

District and Santa Rosa Charter School for the Arts.

Working closely with local teachers, 

Music For Schools is the North 

Bay’s only instrument lending 

library—placing instruments 

and resource materials into the 

hands of students who otherwise could not afford to 

participate in schools’ band or orchestra programs.  

New Song Music Camp for 3rd – 6th graders gives 

students the opportunity to work alongside professional 

musicians while exploring the world of music. 

One City Arts Camp, open to students in 2nd – 12th 

grades, this two-week camp offers free art classes for 

low-income youth, allowing them the freedom to 

express themselves and find their own voice.

Mariachi Camp, open to students in 4th – 12th grades, this 

three-week summer camp introduces low-income students 

to this well-respected and prominent Mexican art form.

Master Classes provide students with unique 

opportunities to interact directly with 

world-renowned artists representing 

a variety of artistic mediums.  



Welcome to the annual celebration of The Art of Dessert.  Tonight we gather to raise 
the funds necessary to support our programs, including our one-of-a-kind education and 
outreach offerings that serve over 30,000 children and teachers throughout the North 
Bay.  It is also a special opportunity for all of us to acknowledge our friends in the Lytton 
Rancheria, Lytton Band of Pomo Indians, who, through their great generosity, have allowed 
us to once again be known as “Luther Burbank Center for the Arts.”  

As we come together to celebrate all that the Center brings to our community, we are 
reminded of the commitment of all of our supporters.  With such generosity, we offer 
inspiring programs that educate and delight thousands of students each year.  School 
lessons are brought to life through dynamic theater performances, lives are enriched 
through arts programs made accessible by free and reduced-price tickets, and low income 
students are engaged in school music programs as a result of access to our free instrument 
lending library.  Teachers discover new ways to use the arts to impart core subject matter, 
allowing students to benefit from deeper and richer learning experiences.  In the end, it 
is a known fact that these activities increase students’ academic achievement, self-esteem, 
creativity, communication skills and accountability—all of which help to build character and 
valued citizens of the community.  

Thank you for joining us tonight and lending your own support.   As a community-supported 
non-profit arts center, we are deeply grateful for your generosity!

Warm regards,

Paul A. Wilcock    Rick Nowlin
Board Chair    President and CEO 
Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation



5:30
Drinks and Hors d’Oeuvres

Silent and Wine Auctions Open
Golden Tickets for Sale

Jewelry Raffle Tickets for Sale
Music by The Thiessen Brothers

6:45
Silent Auction Closes

7:00
Wine Auction Closes

Dinner by John Ash & Co.

7:15
Welcome

James Gore, Emcee
Paul Wilcock, Board Chair

Sherry Swayne, Immediate Past Chair
Willie Tamayo, Honorary Board

7:30
Golden Ticket Drawing

Live Auction
Kenn Cunningham, Auctioneer

8:30
Dessert Mania

Jewelry Raffle Drawing
Rick Nowlin, President and CEO

9:00
Music by Montgomery High School Jazz Ensemble “Viking Jazz” 

Collect your winnings!



Jewelry Raffle
$75    Only 100 Tickets Sold

You’ll have a one-in-one hundred chance to win this 14K white 
gold bangle bracelet with inset diamonds totaling 1.30 carats.  
Value:  $5,100. 
Must be present to win.  

Generous donation provided by



Golden T icket  
Win any L ive Auction Item! 

$200    Only 100 Tickets Sold

The Golden Ticket winner can choose  
any Live Auction item! 
Must be present to win. 

You could be here...

or here….       

Golden

T i ck et

 



 Rock and Roll Forever
Grammy Award-winning Jeff Beck is on Rolling Stone’s list of “100 
Greatest Guitarists of All Time” and he’s coming to the LBC.  You and 
three friends will have front row seats to see and hear up close what got 
him inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. He will be joined by a 
special guest artist to be announced soon.  It will be an amazing night!     

Spend time at home practicing riffs on your very own Gibson Les Paul 70’s 
Tribute Electrical Guitar that’s been signed by ZZTop’s Billy Gibbons.  Rock on!  

Restrictions:  Concert is on August 17, 2016. 

Breathtaking!  A Feast for  
All of Your Senses – Dinner for 8  
at the “Crown House” 

You and seven guests are welcome at the beautiful Sonoma County home 
of Rodney Strong Vineyard owners, Tom Klein and Kate Kelly, for an 
evening of amazing food and wine.  The culinary delights will be prepared 
by the winery’s own chef with wines paired beautifully by the wine maker, 
and hosted by Carmen and Perri Castaldi, the winery’s President and his 
wife.  You will enjoy the breathtaking grounds, gardens and views of the 
Crown House, featured in both Architectural Digest and Martha Stewart 
Living.  This is the perfect way to spend an evening to celebrate a special 
occasion or just get together with good friends.  

Restrictions:  Mutually agreeable date prior to May 1, 2017. 

Generous donation by Tom Klein and Kate Kelly  
and Rodney Strong Vineyards
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Mayacama Luxury

Experience the luxury of Mayacama at their Annual “All Vintners Pour” 
with three of your guests.  Enjoy a gourmet buffet and the pourings by 
member vintners (DuMol, Harlan Estate, Kistler, Marcassin, Stuhlmuller, to 
drop a few names) in the beautiful courtyard of Mayacama.  This is also 
an opportunity to purchase wine priced specially for the event – just ask 
any of the winemakers and owners in attendance!  Return to complete 
your immersion in luxury another day with your golf foursome (caddies 
included) at the 18-hole course designed by Jack Nicklaus.  And to top 
it all off, you also receive spa services for four at the Mayacama Spa.  
Choose from massages, facials, and other unique services to rejuvenate 
your mind, body, and spirit.  This package is the ultimate in Sonoma 
County fine living.  

Restrictions:  May 14, 2016 4 to 7pm for “All Vintners Pour”.  Golf package is not 
transferrable. Golf and spa available on mutually agreed upon date.

Generous donation by Stephen Halpern, M.D. and Mayacama 

Golden
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This Magic Moment:  
Dinner in Lavender Fields  
and Theater under the Stars!

A lucky group of eight will be the guests of Gary and Rebecca Rosenberg 
for dinner in the lavender fields of their home in the beautiful Sonoma 
Valley.  You will be transported by limousine from the LBC to be treated 
to a special champagne reception in the specimen garden, featuring 32 
varieties of lavender, followed by a sumptuous dinner al fresco prepared 
by Chef John Franchetti of Franchetti’s Wood Fire Kitchen, Santa Rosa’s 
newest, exciting restaurant, which will include Foie Gras and fine wines, 
while surrounded by 5,000 lavender plants in full bloom.  Then continue 
your open-air experience when you are whisked away to Transcendence 
Theatre Company’s “Broadway Under the Stars” in Jack London State 
Park to enjoy “This Magic Moment”, a thrilling celebration of life with 
tantalizing vocals and harmonies! Sing and dance to the magic of each 
moment with that eclectic Transcendence mix of classic Broadway songs 
mixed with popular music. This night will no doubt leave you ready to 
enjoy every second of life.  To complete this magical evening, enjoy your 
limousine ride back to reality and your car.  This item is truly a feast for all 
the senses.  

Restrictions:  Friday, June 24, 2016 only.  Meet in the parking lot of Luther Burbank 
Center for the Arts at 4pm to begin your adventure.  

Generous donation provided by Gary and Rebecca 
Rosenberg, Transcendence Theatre Company, Franchetti’s 
Wood Fired Kitchen, and Bella Bella Gourmet Foods    

Golden
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Golden
T i ck et5 Viva L’Italia!    

One Week on a Private 155-Acre Estate in Umbria, Italy

La Pietra, a classically restored stone farmhouse, is situated on a high 
hillside with panoramic views of Umbria and eastern Tuscany, including the 
tiny hill town of Preggio and the ruins of the 9th century Medici-aligned 
Pierle castle.  While recalling an earlier way of life, the house in its current 
form offers beauty mixed with modern comfort, both as a base for travel 
to a score of lovely hill towns and a place for relaxation and recreation.  
Today the house retains the outlines of its rugged history in a landscape 
dotted with small farms and ancient olive groves, largely unchanged since 
medieval times.  Guests will enjoy fully-equipped kitchens with modern 
appliances, including dishwasher, washer and dryer; central heating; 
raised hearth stone fireplaces; and an elegant infinity swimming pool.  
Broadband internet access is available.  Personalized Italian cooking 
lessons and/or catered meals at home, as well as concierge services, are 
available upon request.  

Accommodation Options:  To provide guests with maximum flexibility, the 
house has been divided into two independent floors, both opening on to 
terraces for lounging and outdoor dining.  6 double bedrooms/4 baths 
(sleeps 13) or 5 double bedrooms/4 baths (sleeps 11) or 4 bedrooms/4 
bathrooms (sleeps 8) or 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms (sleeps 6).  

Restrictions:  Mutually agreeable date by May 2018.

Generous donation provided by Steven and Nancy Oliver,  
Bill Hawn and Altabella Italian Properties 



Spice and Everything Nice— 
Authentic Peruvian Style  
Dinner for 8

Immerse yourself in one of the best gastronomical experiences around 
with an evening of dining on Peruvian delicacies.  Instead of traveling the 
world in search of delicious food, you will have a unique opportunity right 
here in Santa Rosa to try the explosive flavors, powerful colors, and deep 
aromas with Peruvian culinary instructor Olenka Orjeda and her husband, 
Percy Brandon.  The influence of Spanish, African, Chinese, Japanese, and 
ancient Incan culture culminates in the rich flavors and colors of this cuisine 
which is considered one of the best and most varied in the world.  From the 
moment you and your seven guests arrive at their vineyard home, they will 
entertain you –starting with the stimulating welcome of a traditional Pisco 
Sour and hors d’oeuvres, and followed by a progression of seven delightful 
courses paired with Sonoma County wines, all explained in detail.

Restrictions:  Mutually agreeable date between May 1, 2016 and April 30, 2017.  

Generous donation provided by Olenka Orjeda and Percy Brandon

Be a VIP at RSV—Music and Wine  
All Summer Long!

Be our guests and spend this summer enjoying the entire 27th Annual 
Summer Music Concert Series, produced by Rodney Strong Vineyards 
in association with Impact Entertainment.  You and a guest will enjoy 
breathtaking views, VIP reserve seating in the “green area”, and full access 
to the VIP area that includes catered food and wine tasting, all while 
taking in the sizzling sounds of jazz, pop, rock and more!  Surrounded by 
acres of beautiful vineyards, guests are treated to some of contemporary 
music’s top performers.  In years past Rodney Strong has hosted notable 
performers such as Kenny Loggins, Chris Issak, Dave Koz, John Hiatt, and 
Los Lobos, just to name a few.  

Restrictions:  June – September 2016 only.  Dates and performers to be announced soon.

Generous donation provided by Rodney Strong Vineyards 
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Golden
T i ck et8 You Don’t Have to Live Without the  

Love! Chicago & Dinner for Eight
Bring seven of your favorite companions along for a complete farm-to-
table culinary experience in the Center’s Fireside Room.  Begin the evening 
with Gloria Ferrer champagne and passed hors d’oeuvres followed by 
an exquisite meal with the freshest local ingredients and Rodney Strong 
Vineyards wine pairings.  After dinner you will be seated in the front row 
to enjoy the celebration that is Chicago, from the signature sound of the 
Chicago horns, their iconic vocalists, and a few dozen ever-classic songs.  
You’ll leave wondering if “Anyone really knows what time it is?”  Chicago, 
and your memories of the evening, will certainly last forever!    

Restrictions:  June 26, 2016 only.  

Generous donation provided by Pegi Ball of Pegi Ball Catering 
Company, Santa Rosa Original Certified Farmers Market,  
Gloria Ferrer Caves and Vineyards, and Rodney Strong Vineyards



Cabo San Lucas—A Natural Wonder
Experience Cabo San Lucas at its best.  Bask in its beauty with a one-week 
stay at Casa Dorada Los Cabos Resort & Spa in your large one-bedroom 
suite.  Situated along the most swimmable beach in Cabo, Medano Beach, 
and within walking distance of endless shopping, fine dining, and nightlife, 
this 5-star luxury resort is unique positioned in the midst of it all.  

Immerse yourself in the spacious, all-suite accommodations, graciously 
furnished in contemporary style with oceanfront views.  Take a short stroll 
to the yacht and fishing marina, and enjoy all the seaside has to offer.  
Revitalize your body and spirit with a treatment at Saltwater Spa.  Casa 
Dorada truly represents one of the premier destinations in Cabo, and is 
a member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts, a recipient of multiple “World’s 
Best Awards” for top 10 hotels in Mexico, and a frequent hideout for 
celebrities.   Airfare for two people is included so you MUST go!  

Restrictions:  Mutually agreeable date prior to April 29, 2017.  No blackout dates.  
Airfare includes two coach roundtrip tickets.

Generous donation by Peggy Mulhall and Leland Bliss  
and Alaska Airlines 
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Golden
T i ck et11 Country Summer Weekend Exclusive

You want this:  Two front row tickets to the largest country music festival 
in Northern California.  Can you believe you’ll also have access to VIP 
hospitality tent, meet and greet opportunities with all performers, and 
that you will live this for three days?  Headliners are McKenna Faith, 
Billy Currington, Lady Antebellum, The Band Perry, and MUCH MORE!  
Immerse yourself in country music with this exclusive package, only 
available tonight at LBC’s Art of Dessert!

Restrictions:  June 3-5, 2016 only at the Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.

Generous donation by Lawrence Amaturo, Amaturo Sonoma Media 
and Alan Jacoby, Impact Entertainment Sports & Event Marketing LLC

Golden
T i ck et10 Entertain 19 of your closest friends…

Spanish Paella Dinner  
prepared at your home!

Have a party for your family, friends, or work team and let Bill Conklin do 
the cooking.  Your host for this lot is a successful dentist by day and a highly-
skilled Paella chef by night.  Bill and his team will prepare a delectable feast 
for up to 20 guests, including salad and authentic Spanish Paella cooked 
fresh at the venue.  Also included is a selection of Sonoma County wines, 
especially tailored for your meal, as well as sangria and dessert.  

Restrictions:  Mutually agreeable date and Sonoma County venue location (an outdoor, 
private home setting is highly recommended) with a minimum of six weeks’ notice.

Generous donation provided by Bill Conklin, 
DDS and Kurt Mitchler, DDS



Golden
T i ck et12 Golfer’s Dream—  

Pebble Beach Resort for Two
You and a friend will play at the famous Pebble Beach Golf Links and 
Spyglass Hill Golf Course with carts. Pebble Beach Golf Links was ranked 
No. 1 on Golf Digest’s 2015-2016 “America’s 100 Greatest Public 
Courses” list.  The course has hosted five U.S. Open Championships and 
is the future site for the 2019 U.S. Open, in addition to the annual AT&T 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am.  Spyglass Hill came in as No.11 on Golf Digest’s list 
and also hosts the Pro-Am.  You will share a room for a three-night stay at 
the beautiful Inn at Spanish Bay – plenty of time to relax before and after 
your time on the courses.  You have access to excellent dining options, spa 
services, scenic drives, as well as the Beach & Tennis Club and Spanish 
Bay Club.  This is a dream that you can make reality!

Restrictions:  Mutually agreed upon date.   



• Rehearsal Dinners

• Private Events

• Cakes for All   
   Occasions

Serving the North Bay Since 1923

costeaux.com
707-433-1913
417 Healdsburg Avenue
Healdsburg, CA 95448

.

.
The art of communication, applied.
Coaching & workshops

• Public speaking
• Interview skills
• Customer service

Facilitation
• Retreats
• Planning
• Teamwork

145 Wikiup Drive, Santa Rosa     707.544.7286     maureen@maureenmerrill.com



Make a Difference!
Art Changes Lives, and So Can YOU

Research shows that children who study the arts are four times more likely 
to be recognized for academic achievement. However, with current state 
budget cuts, arts programs are disappearing from our schools. Wells Fargo 
Center for the Arts is committed to bridging this gap by providing quality arts 
education and music programs to 30,000 children, parents, and teachers in 
our community each year. Your contribution and support will enable us to … 

… provide more than 400 
students in 11 schools with 
visits by professional artists 
through Artists in the Schools. 

… assist over 12,000 students from 
low-income families to attend a 
School Show performance through  
the Evert Person ArtReach 
Program—for many, it will be their 
first attendance at a live show. 

… present 25+ School Shows, exposing 
schoolchildren to the excitement and 
enrichment of live theater. 

… allow at-risk children to attend New Song 
Music Camp and Draw It! Paint It! Sculpt 
It! Art Camp—two week-long summer day 
camps that bring professional musicians 
and artists to students for instruction, studio 

time, instrument making, and fun. 
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… offer a free week-long theater 
residency with Missoula 
Children’s Theatre, including 
professional theater training 
workshops for 60 children 
and public performances 
on our stage for 
the community. 

T H A N K  Y O U 
for your gifts of $25,000, $10,000, $5,000, 

$2,500, $1,000, $500, $250 and $100!

… repair and loan more than 450 
musical instruments in our Music 
For Schools lending library. 

… provide bus-loads of children with 
transportation to a School Show 
through the Evert Person Bus Fund. 



A heartfelt thankyou  
to all of our event donors!

O U R  W I N E  S P O N S O R
Rodney Strong Vineyards

Forget-Me-Not Cakes
Francis Ford Coppola Winery
Louisa Fraser 
Betty Freeman 
Adorn
Alaskan Airlines
Alexander Valley Vineyards
Altabella Italian Properties
Lawrence Amaturo/Amaturo 

Sonoma Media 
American Conservatory Theater
The Apple Farm
Arthur Murray Dance School Santa Rosa
Balletto Vineyards
Bellwether Farms
Bella Bella Gourmet Foods
Benovia Winery
Berkeley Rep
Tim Bernie
Best Western Dry Creek Inn
Gordon and Ann Blumenfeld
The Boonville Hotel/Table 128
Brack Mountain Wine
Breathless Wines
Bruliam Wines
California Academy of Sciences
Robin and Brad Calkins
Carol Walker
Cast Away and Folk Craft Shop
Carmen and Perri Castaldi

Chavez Family Cellars
Cokas Diko Home
Cold Stone Creamery
Bill Conklin, DDS
Counterpoint Construction 
Mark and Terri Crawford
Daniel Wines
Patsy Daniels
Davis Family Vineyards
Bruce DeCrona 
Dragonfly Floral
DJ and Monique Drennan
Dry Creek Vineyard
Duckhorn Wine Company
Dutton-Goldfield Winery
El Farolito Mexican Restaurant
Esquivel Insurance Agency
Farmhouse Inn
Ferrari-Carano Vineyards and Winery
Flying Goat Coffee
Forth Vineyards & Winery
Franchetti’s Wood Fired Kitchen
Francis Ford Coppola Winery
Gary Farrell Winery
The Girl and the Fig
Gloria Ferrer Caves & Vineyards
Gundlach Bundschu Winery
Stephen Halpern, MD
Handley Cellars
Hanna Winery



Hauck Cellars 
Bill Hawn
Henhouse Brewery
Hotel Healdsburg
Alan Jacoby/Impact Entertainment 

Sports & Event Marketing LLC
J Vineyards and Winery
Jackson Family Wines
John Ash & Co/Vintners Inn
Kanzler Vineyards
Tom Klein and Kate Kelly 
Kosta Browne
La Belle Fleur
Lagunitas Brewing Co
Lando Wines
Laurel Glen Vineyards
Limerick Lane Cellars
Louisa Fraser
Magic Theatre
Pat Marchand
Mariah Smith Photography
Marin Shakespeare Company
Mayacama
Margie Mejia
Mike and Maureen Merrill
Moustache Baked Goods
Peggy Mulhall and Leland Bliss 
Pegi Ball Catering Company
Napa Valley Wine Country Tours
Noble Folk
Rick Nowlin and Don Strand
Steven and Nancy Oliver
Omelette Express
Olenka Orjeda and Percy Brandon
Dodie and Mike Otten 
Parkpoint Health Club
Pedroncelli Winery
Pepperwood Preserve
Mariah Smith Photography
Shirley Milligan
Kurt Mitchler, DDS
Pebble Beach Resorts
Peter Michaels Winery
Frank and Nancie Pipgras
Pride Mountain Vineyards

Ramey Wine Cellars
Ravenswood Winery
The Redwood Needle
Relish Culinary Adventures
Rodney Strong Vineyards
Gary and Rebecca Rosenberg
Russian River Atelier - Linda Schroeter
Russian River Flower School
Russian River Valley Winegrowers
Santa Rosa Entertainment Group
Santa Rosa Junior College 
Santa Rosa Original Certified 

Farmers Market
Santa Rosa Symphony
Schipper Design, LLC
Seghesio Family Vineyards
Alan and Susan Seidenfeld
Sojourn Cellars
Sonoma Barrel Décor and Design Co
Sonoma Cutrer Vineyards
Sonoma Lavender
Sonoma Raceway
Sonoma Valley Vintners and 

Growers Association 
Spaulding McCullough & Tansil LLP
Bert and Nancy Steele
Daniel Steele III
Joyce Steele
Juneko and Daniel Steele Jr
Larry and Tracy Stidham
Style by Malia
Susan Graf Ltd
Mike and Jessica Sutton
Pete and Sherry Swayne
Anna Szabados
Transcendence Theatre Company
Paul and Vivienne Wilcock
Williams Selyem
Herb Williams
Wine Creek Cellars
Wine Road Sonoma County  
Winegrowers of Dry Creek Valley
John and Laura Whiting
Yoga on Center



D E S S E R T  S P O N S O R S  
Chris Coulombe
Michael and Maureen Merrill
Alan and Susan Seidenfeld
Herb Williams

Incredibly beautiful and delicious artistic cakes 
were provided thanks to the following: 

D O N A T I N G  B A K E R I E S
Costeaux Bakery
John Ash & Co.
Master Piece Cakes
Michelle’s Corner Cakes
Oliver’s Market
Patisserie Angelica
Sift Cupcake & Dessert Bar
SRJC Culinary Program 
Supreme Sweets
Your Sweet Expectations
Willow Tree Bakery



Your bid number is registered to your name. Use it 
when bidding in the live, wine and silent auctions, 
and do not allow anyone else to use it. 

Check-out is at the registration counter where your 
auction summary will be waiting for you. Payment in 
full the day of purchase is required. If paying by credit 
card, you must register your card at the beginning 
of the event. You may pay with Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover or a check made 
payable to Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation. All 
sales include applicable sales taxes. 

Plan to take your purchases with you when you 
leave. Unless otherwise stated, the buyer must 
arrange for delivery for any items purchased. 

All sales are final and there will be no refund on 
items. Items are not to be returned to donors for 
exchanges or refunds. Please note any restrictions or 
conditions on the items you purchased. 

Unless otherwise specified, all auction events, items, 
services, and certificates must be used within one 
year from April 9, 2016. 

All items are sold “as is.” We have tried to catalog 
and describe the items correctly and thoroughly. 

Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation neither 
warrants nor represents, and shall in no event be 
responsible for, the correctness of description, 
genuineness, provenance, or condition of the 
property. No statement contained in this program 
or made orally at the sale or elsewhere shall be 
deemed to be such a warranty, representation, or 
assumption of liability. 

All events sold at the auction are to be undertaken at 
the sole risk of the purchaser. The Foundation and its 
donors shall not be or become liable in any way for 
loss, injury or damage to or in respect of any person 
or property, howsoever caused or arising. 

Transportation is not provided to the point of the 
event unless specifically stated. The Foundation 
reserves the right to withdraw any items from sale 
prior to the call of bids. 

Our donors have graciously donated homes, cabins 
or other events for your pleasure. Kindly contact the 
donors soon after April 9, 2016 to confirm or make 
reservations, so that ample time may be allowed for 
setting a mutual date. Kindly leave the homes in the 
condition in which you found them.

Tax Deductibility  By law, the tax-deductible portion 
of an auction purchase is the amount in excess of its 
fair market value. Thus, if an item is valued at $50 
and you pay $75, you have made a tax-deductible 

donation of $25. If you pay $45 for the same item, 
however, no portion of your purchase is tax deductible. 
The IRS requires verification of donations of $250 or 
more. Your auction summary will include the value and 
purchase price for all items so that you may calculate 
the donation, if any, associated with each item you 
purchase, and your total donation amount. 

Bidding Syndicates  Auction-goers are welcome 
to form a bidding syndicate, including absentee 
bidders, for silent, wine and live auction items. Please 
appoint one partner to represent the group in bidding. 
Partners who wish to share in the tax deduction, if 
any, on an item must pay directly and individually for 
their portion of the total price. At check-out we will be 
happy to split bids among partners. Please notify the 
check-out personnel at the time you check out if you 
are a syndicate partner. 

Silent and Wine Auctions  Silent and wine auction 
bidding will begin at 5:30p.m. The silent auction 
closes at 6:45 and the wine auction closes at 7:00.  
Winning bid will be the last bid on the bid sheet 
when the announcement for closure is made and top 
copies of bid sheets are removed by staff. If more 
than one bidder is actively bidding on an item when 
the auction closes, a “bid off” will be conducted 
by a staff member.  Each bidder is given a card to 
write their highest bid for the item and will give it to 
the staff member. The item will be awarded to the 
highest bidder.

Each bidder should write their bid number and bid 
amount on the appropriate form. Once a bid is 
entered, it cannot be removed. Bids on wine and 
silent auction items must be equal to or greater than 
the “starting bid” amount shown on the bid sheet. 
Bids less than the starting bid are not valid. 

Please honor minimum incremental increases in bids.  
Bidders may “Buy it now” for all silent auction items 
by putting their bid number next to “Buy it now” price.  
This closes bidding on that item.  “Buy it now” is not 
available for wine auction items. 

You may check out at the registration counter where 
your auction summary will be waiting for you. You 
will be provided with any gift certificates when you 
check out. 

Please take your purchases with you at the end of 
the evening. 

A U C T I O N  T E R M S  &  C O N D I T I O N S



LUTHER BURBANK MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Paul Wilcock, Chair
Mark Crawford, Treasurer &
   First Vice Chair
DJ Drennan, Secretary
Sherry Swayne, Immediate Past Chair
Ernesto Olivares, Chair Appointee   
Joan Moyer Schwing, Chair Appointee
Alan Seidenfeld, Chair Appointee
Herb Williams, Chair Appointee 

DIRECTORS

Carmen Castaldi
Linda Chavez
Honore Comfort
Bruce DeCrona
Stephen Halpern, MD
Margie Mejia
Kurt Mitchler, DDS
Gary Rosenberg
Anna Szabados, Ed.D.
John Whiting

LIAISON

Bill McNeany, Volunteer Representative 

HONORARY BOARD

Joan Moyer Schwing, Chair
Robert and Nancy Aita
Lawrence and Susan Amaturo
Marcus and Mary Beth Benedetti
Dixon and Sara Browder
Chris and Hillary Costin
Patsy Daniels
John Mackie and Kate Ecker
Mike and Maureen Merrill
Kevin and Cathy McCullough
Steven and Nancy Oliver
James and Elese Rundel
Bob and Jacqueline Scheibel
Mack Schwing
Greg and Patricia Steele
Mike and Jessica Sutton
Willie and Darlene Tamayo
Chuck and Ellen Wear
Michael and Katie Wright
Wilhelm+ and Edith Wurst

+ in memoriam

THE ART OF DESSERT COMMITTEE

Carmen Castaldi
Linda Chavez
Honore Comfort
Patsy Daniels
Sherry Swayne

Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization  
(Tax ID# 94-2581084).



Happy Birthday, 
Mike!
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