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CLASSROOM DISCUSSION: Junie B.’s Essential Guide to School

Show & Theater Company:
1 Junie B.& Essential Survival Guide to School by TheatreworksUSA

Art Form:
1 Musical theater (a play with songs)

Context:

1 The book, lyrics, and music are by Marcy Heisler and Zina Goldrich (Theatreworks USA& Junie B.
Jones, Ever After, Dear Edwina, A Tayl or t he L dhe Ibest-seBirgypaoks bybBarbagad
Park.

1 There are more than 30 books in the Junie B. Jones series.

s Has anyone ever read any Junie B. Jones books?

Main concepts:

1 Main Characters:
0 Junie B. Jones
o Friends: Herb, Sheldon, May & Lucille
1 Junie B. is now a first grader, and with the help of her friends, writes a guide for students to help
them navigate everything they need to know about being a student, but gets stressed out in the
process.

s Discuss how students feel when they first start school.

s If you wrote a survival guide to school what topics would you include? What advice would you
give a new student?

s What are some important rules you learned at your school when you first started school?

s Why is it important to talk to your family and friends when you are worried about something? (to
express feelings, to work out problems, etc.)

Special things to look for:

9 There are fewer actors than characters.

s How will the same actor play two or three different characters?
s How is the show the same as the books and how is it different?

Theater Etiquette:

1 Respect the theater, one person to a seat, limit bathroom breaks, do not kick the seats, no food or
drink in the theater (bottled water okay), and please turn off cell phones.
s How is watching live theater different than watching a movie or TV?
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