
SET THE STAGE TALKING POINTS:  
Ben Franklin: America’s First Citizen (15 min. total) 
 

Introduce Luther Burbank Center for the Arts (less than 1 min.) 

 
Show & Theater Company: (less than 1 min.) 

 Ben Franklin: America’s First Citizen from TheatreworksUSA based out of New York City 

 
Art Form: (1-2 min.) 

 Theater; one-man show 

 What is a monologue? (a monologue is one long speech, with only one actor speaking) 

 The artist will use audience participation and choose students to help him on stage 

 
Context/Main Concepts: (6-8min.) 

 Benjamin Franklin was born in 1706 and died in 1790 at the age of 84.  He was the youngest of 10 boys born to a soap 
maker and candle maker. 

 Franklin is one of the nation’s Founding Fathers, who helped draft the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
of the United States.  He also convinced the French to support the American Revolution, which was key to helping the 
colonists gain independence from England. 

 Franklin was a self-educated man whose writings and scientific experiments were admired around the world. He had 
several careers including printer, publisher, scientist, teacher, writer, inventor, civic leader, and diplomat. 

 Franklin’s inventions were practical and designed to make everyday life easier. He never patented any of his inventions. 
He considered them a gift to the public.  His inventions include: 

o Bifocal lenses 

o Lightning rods 

o Swim fins (at the age of 11!) 

o The Franklin Stove (a safer more efficient stove than was available at the time) 

 Franklin’s other contributions include: 

o The creation of the country's first public library 

o The creation of the  U.S.’s first fire department 

o Founding the U.S. Post office 

o Founding of universities 

o Newspaper publications and political cartoons 

o Advances in electricity 

 At the end of 1732, Benjamin Franklin published the first edition of Poor Richard’s Almanack. In addition to weather 
forecasts, astronomical information and poetry, the almanac—which Franklin published for 25 consecutive years—
included proverbs and Franklin’s witty sayings such as “Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and 
wise,” “He that lies down with dogs, shall rise up with fleas,” and “A penny saved is a penny earned.” 

 Franklin is sometimes mistakenly said to have “discovered” electricity (the ancient Greeks did that). But what he did 
discover is that lightning is a form of electricity by flying a kite with a key attached during a lightning storm in 1752—and 
very dangerous at any year!  This led to his invention of lightning rods, which attracted lighting and carried the electricity 
safely to the ground, saving lives and property. 

 Though one of our nation’s most notable political figures, Franklin never held the office of presidency. He was the 
governor of Pennsylvania, the first U.S. ambassador to France and Sweden, and was appointed the first ever U.S. 
Postmaster General in 1775. 

 Core lessons students will learn from the performance: 

o Perseverance, self-improvement and discipline  

 How and why are these lessons important in life? 

 
Special things to look for: (3 min.) 

 What are some ways the actor uses his voice and body to portray different ages, cultures, or even genders?  

 Ask yourself how your life might be different without Benjamin Franklin’s contributions. 

 
Theater Etiquette: (2-3 min.) 

 Respect the theater, one person to a seat, limit bathroom breaks, do not kick the seats, no food or drink in the theater 
(bottled water okay), and turn off cell phones/no texting (even for adults!). 

 How is watching live theater different than watching a movie or TV? 

 
Show info: Ben Franklin: America’s First Citizen  ● Monday, February 5, 2018 ● 9:30am ● Grades 1-6 



 

 


