
 
 CLASSROOM DISCUSSION: The 13-Story Treehouse  (15 min. total) 
 

Show & Theater Company:  

 The 13-Story Treehouse by CDP Theatre Producers of Sydney, Australia 

 

Art Form:  

 Puppetry and Musical Theater  

 

Context:  

 Based on the book by Andy Griffiths & Terry Denton. The multi-award winning Treehouse Series is on the New York 
Times Bestsellers List for Children's Book Series, and has been published in over 20 countries. Over the last 15 years, 
Andy Griffith’s books have won more than 60 international children’s choice awards and sold over 8 million copies 
worldwide.  

 CDP’s production uses live action, puppetry, music and animation to bring The 13-Story Treehouse to life through humor 
and use of your imagination. 

 Who has read any Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton’s books?  What book or series was a favorite and why? 

 
Main concepts/characters:  

 Andy and Terry are friends who live in an amazing 13-story treehouse, making stories, and have many fun adventures 
together. 

 Their treehouse has everything a kid could ask for: a bowling alley, a secret underground laboratory, self-making beds, 
and more!   

 Andy and Terry are a writer–illustrator team who are behind schedule on their latest play—so behind schedule, that they 
haven’t even started and it’s due in tomorrow! Andy and Terry attempt to get down to work but are interrupted by a series 
of distractions and disasters, including a sea monster, flying cats, an invasion of monkeys and a giant gorilla to name a 
few. Just when it looks like Andy and Terry will never get their play written in time they come up with the brilliant idea of 
writing about all the crazy things that happened to them while they were trying to write their play. 

Main concepts: 

 Adventure, working together and problem solving. 

 When imagination is at work, there is no limit where it can lead. 

 
Special things to look for:  

 What is a prop?  

 How do the characters in this performance tell their story? 

o Through puppetry, music and animation and will depend on your imaginations. 

 How do you think the show will be the same or different from the book? 

 
Theater Etiquette:  

 Respect the theater, limit bathroom breaks, one person to a seat, do not kick the seats, no food or drink in the theater 
(bottled water okay), no audio, video recording or photography and remember to turn off cell phones and no texting.  

 How is watching live theater different than watching a movie or TV?   

o Can’t pause, rewind, or fast forward with live theater. 

o Live theater is exciting, because each performance is unique 

o Students are in the same room as the performers.  Every sound they make and moving around can affect the 
performers and other members of the audience. 

 

Show info: The 13-Story Treehouse ● Tuesday,  March 6, 2018 ● 9:30am ● Grades 1-6 





 
 




