
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION: Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
 

Show & Theater Company:  

 Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Casa Manaña 

 
Art Form:  

 Musical Theater (a play with songs)  

 
Context:  

 Based on a 1930s novel by Richard & Florence Atwater.  There was also a Hollywood film released in 2011. 

 The play is set in the small town of Stillwater, Oklahoma 

 Who has read this book or seen the movie? 

 Do you think the plot will be the same as the book or movie? Do you expect that the show will have some 
surprises? What surprises do you think you will see? 

 
Main concepts/characters:  

 Painter and decorator by day, Mr. Popper has a love for all things Antarctic and spends his time dreaming of 
polar adventures.  

 He is surprised when one day a packing crate arrives on his doorstep and a penguin, Captain Cook, waddles 
out. 

 Mr. Popper tries to train the penguin. Can penguins be trained? How do you think a person would do that?   

 The penguins make the Popper house a home through their curiosity, fun, and affectionate behavior that the 
Poppers’ did not realize were missing. 

 In the play, the penguins are puppets so that they can seem more real. 

 Does anyone know what a puppeteer is?  (A puppeteer is the person who makes the puppet move.) 

 What continent do penguins come from? (Antarctica) Where is Antarctica on the world map? (view map) 

o Antarctica is located at the South Pole and is surrounded by the Southern Ocean.  

o It is the fifth largest continent based on size, but it is the smallest in population with an official 
population of 0 (although some people do visit for scientific research).  

 What is the climate in Antarctica?   

o Over 98% of Antarctica is covered by ice. It is the driest and coldest continent on earth. Antarctica is 
the coldest. Temperatures in the winter can drop below –73°C (-100°F). 

Special things to look for:  

 How is the show the same as the book and how is it different? 

 There are four actors to play all the characters in the play—including the penguins! 

 How can an actor play more than one character?  What “tools” would they use, besides their costumes?  
(They will use their bodies, their voices, costumes, and they will depend on your imagination!) 

 
Theater Etiquette:  

 Respect the theater, one person to a seat, limit bathroom breaks, do not kick the seats, no food or drink in the 
theater (bottled water okay), no audio, video recording or photography and turn off cell phones and no texting.  

 How is watching live theater different than watching a movie or TV?  

o Can’t pause, rewind, or fast forward with live theater 

o Live theater is exciting, because each performance is unique 

. 
Show info: Mr. Popper’s Penguins ● Thursday, April 19, 2018 ● 9:30am & 11:30am ● Grades 2-6 











 


