CLASSROOM DISCUSSION: ERTH’S PREHISTORIC AQUARIUM
ADVENTURE (15 minutes)
Show & Theater Company:
 ERTH’s Prehistoric Aquarium Adventure by Visual & Physical, Inc. and Red Tail Entertainment from Australia

Art Form:
 A puppet show with HUGE puppets

Context:
 Through the lens of a large pretend viewing window at an aquarium, the audience will be taken on a journey to the
bottom of a prehistoric ocean, experiencing and learning about ancient fish, prehistoric predators, and early
amphibians that are presented in the form of big puppets.
 Some of the animals the audience will see are extinct. Can anyone tell you what the word extinct means? (an
entire species, or type of animal, is gone from the planet)
 So, if some of these creatures were all dead before humans got here, how do we know they even existed?
o Through bones and fossils!
 What’s a fossil? (the impression of an animal or plant preserved from an much earlier time)

Main concepts/characters:
 Does anyone know what a puppeteer is?
 A puppeteer is a person who makes the puppet move.
 The show will talk about ancient fish, prehistoric predators, and early amphibians that lived in the ocean such as:
o Paracyclotosaurus – They had a big flat head like a crocodile, but had small teeth. To catch their prey they
would lie still and wait for a fish to pass close by and quickly snap their jaws to catch and swallow it.
o Plesiosaurus - Lived in both fresh water and salt water. They were very large, but not very fast. Its long
neck was out of proportion to its short rounded body with four protruding flippers and short tail.
o Kimberella - The slug-like organism fed by scratching the microbial surface where it lived. It could stay in
one place and its long neck operated like a shovel to sweep the sea floor into its mouth.
o Angler Fish - Lived as deep as 1,400 meters underwater where there is no light. They used a luminous
fishing rod-like structure to lure prey toward their very large mouth. They could eat fish up to twice their size!
o Moon Jelly Fish - Were bioluminescent, meaning they produced light by a chemical reaction happening
within their bodies. They likely used their light to communicate.
o Koronosaurus - One of the top predators in the ocean. They had short necks and large heads, and four
paddle-like fins, which allowed them to swim very fast to catch their prey.
o Comb Jellies - Are one of the oldest organisms. They are named for their plates of giant fused cilia, known
as combs, which could produce a rainbow effect while acting as tiny oars to propel them through the water.

Special things to look for:
 How do the puppeteers move their bodies to make you believe what you are seeing?
 How does your imagination help to make the show more fun? You will need to remind yourself that these marine
animals are pretend.

Theater Etiquette:
 Respect the theater, one person to a seat, limit bathroom breaks, do not kick the seats, no food or drink in the
theater (bottled water okay), no audio, video recording or photography and turn off all cell phones and no texting.
 How is watching live theater different than watching a movie or TV?
o Can’t pause, rewind, or fast forward with live theater
o Live theater is exciting, because you can’t pause, rewind, or fast forward each performance is unique

.

Show info: ERTH’s Prehistoric Aquarium Adventure™ ● Wednesday, October 24, 2018 ● 9:30am ● Grades K-6

