
 CLASSROOM DISCUSSION:  
 The Very Hungry Caterpillar & Other Eric Carle Favorites (15 minutes) 
 

Show & Theater Company:  

 The Very Hungry Caterpillar & Other Eric Carle Favorites from Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia’s (in 
Canada!) 

 
Art Form:  

 A puppet show with a narrator 

 What is a narrator?  

o Someone who tells the story but who’s not part of the story itself, sometimes we can see the narrator 
and sometimes it’s just a voice. 

 What is a puppeteer? 

o The people controlling the puppets; we can see them for this show, but we will use our imagination 
and focus on the puppets not the puppeteers. 

 
Context:  

 Based on the popular books by Eric Carle 

o He not only wrote the books, but he illustrated many of them, too! 

 What does it mean to illustrate a book?  (to draw the pictures) 

 Who can guess how many Eric Carle wrote and illustrated? 

o Over 50!! 

 
Main concepts/characters:  

 This performance will tell three of Eric Carle’s most popular stories: 

o Little Cloud, where high up in the sky, Little Cloud playfully transforms himself into various creatures, 
including a sheep, and an airplane, a shark and more. 

o In The Very Hungry Caterpillar we’ll follow a very hungry caterpillar as he eats his way through 
practically everything, growing, and growing and then becoming a butterfly! 

o In Mixed-Up Chameleon, he is very bored, sitting about predictably changing color all day. After an 
exciting trip to the zoo, he attempts to emulate the beautiful animals he sees before coming to the 
conclusion that there is value in his own unique self. 

 Main Concepts: 

o The play focuses on important things like colors, the environment, science and life stages, play, 
transformation, and believing in yourself. 

 Which of these three stories are you most excited for? (ask for raised hands for each story) 

 
Special things to look for:  

 This show uses blacklights to make the set and puppets glow in a dark theater. 

 How is each story is the same as the book and how is it different? 

 Look for how the puppeteers--the people controlling the puppets--keep the focus on the puppets and make 
you forget that they are even there. How do they do that? 

 
Theater Etiquette:  

 Respect the theater, one person to a seat, limit bathroom breaks, do not kick the seats, no food or drink in 
the theater (bottled water okay), and turn off cell phones/no texting (even for adults!). 

 How is watching live theater different than watching a movie or TV? 

 
Show info: The Very Hungry Caterpillar & Other  Eric Carle Favorites ●  

         Tuesday, February 12, 2019 ● 9:30am ● Grades PK-2 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ABOUT THE SHOW 
 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar & Other Eric Carle Favorites 

 

 

Three beloved stories by Eric Carle, award-winning children’s book illustrator and 
author, are retold on stage through the magic of black light and fanciful puppets. The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar follows the wonderful adventures of a very tiny and very 
hungry caterpillar as he eats his way through an amazing variety of foods on his path to 
becoming a beautiful butterfly.  High up in the sky, Little Cloud playfully transforms 
himself  into various creatures, including a sheep, and an airplane, a shark and more. 
The Mixed-Up Chameleon is bored with his life, sitting about predictably changing 
color all day. Following an adventurous trip to the zoo, he attempts to emulate the 
beautiful animals he sees before coming to the conclusion that there is value in his own 
unique self. 

Adapted, designed and directed by Jim Morrow, with music by Steven Naylor and 
narration by Gordon Pinsent, the hour-long production features the imaginative 
approach to storytelling through theatre that has earned international recognition for 
Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia. 
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