TALKING POINTS FOR CLASSROOM DISCUSSION:
SEWAM AMERICAN INDIAN DANCE COMPANY
Show & Theater Company:
• Sewam (pronounced “say-wahm”) American Indian Dance Company, a Bay Area dance group

focusing on the culture of the Plains Indians
• “Sewam” means flower in the Yaqui (pronounced “ya-kee”) language

Art Form:
• Traditional Native American dance and music

Context:
 How many Native American tribes are there in the U.S. today?
o Over 570 distinct tribes known in the U.S. (and growing, as more tribes are being officially
recognized)
 What are some common misconceptions about Native Americans?

Main Concepts:
• Each dance has a different cultural meaning and tradition and is a way of communicating
• Other ways of communicating that you will see in the show:

o Sign Language – Using hand gestures to communicate
o Regalia – The clothing worn by the dancers, which has a meaning and a purpose. Different
from a “costume.” A costume is something one wears when they are pretending to be
something they are not, while regalia represents who someone actually is.
 How might the environment change the clothing, food, or housing of different tribes?

Special Things to Look for:
• Listen to the drumming and the vocals and how they affect the dances
• Notice all the special details on the regalia

 What stories or ideas are being communicated in these dances? How can you tell?

Virtual Theater Etiquette:
As you watch this show, try to immerse yourself as you would if you were at the theater in person.
• Find a quiet space to watch.
• Respect your space – in the theater, we don’t put our feet on the seats in front of us or jump and
down in our chairs; wherever you’re watching this, treat your space with the same level of respect.
• Limit distractions.
• Use the restroom before the show starts so you won’t miss anything.
• Put any other electronic devices away.
o Clap when you see something you love!

Show info: Sewam American Indian Dance Company ● April 2021 ● Grades K-6

